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J une is upon us, which means it is once again Elder Abuse Awareness Month! 
This year, we want to focus on a variety of protective factors that can counteract 
and reduce the likelihood of elder abuse. These tips work not only for elders experi-
encing or at risk of abuse, but for anyone! It takes an entire community to combat 
violence, and there are things all of us can do every day to ensure everyone is safe, 
connected, and supported. 
• Elders need relationships both within and outside of the home/family. Cultivate 

these relationships and help elders seek out new relationships. 
• Hold elders in high esteem and value them as humans! We all deserve to be 

treated with respect and dignity. 
• Provide or obtain culturally appropriate services. All services are not created 

equally. 
• Encourage multiple family members to participate in caretaking. This could be 

divvied up so that one person does grocery shopping, one person pays out of 
pocket for personal cares, someone else gets the bills paid, etcetera. Share the 
load! 

• All identities deserve to be represented in the media, in every business and 
organization, and life in general! Advocate for more inclusion of everyone, 
such as people with disabilities, people of color, LGBTQ relationships, gender 
non-conforming bodies, and intersections of all of these and more. 

• Accept people in your life who may have a different sexual and/or gender iden-
tity. Let them know you love them, accept them, and are proud of who they 
are—they may not know this. 

• Finally, be sure that you have good healthy boundaries with folks in your life, 
and respect other’s differing boundaries. If someone is violating a boundary, 
call them in and talk about it. Talk about boundaries so everyone is on 
the same page. 

           

    ~Cara, 
    Domestic Violence Advocate 

June is Elder Abuse Awareness Month 

J une is also Pride month, a time to celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, and all other sex-
ual orientations and genders (aka LGBTQ+). While all bodies, orientations, and genders should be celebrat-
ed every day all year long, there has been a long history in the US of shaming, criminalizing, and enacting 
violence (both by the state/law and individually) upon members of the LGBTQ+ community. It is up to all 
of us to create safe spaces that welcome, affirm, accept, and celebrate communities who have historically 
been marginalized, especially those with multiple and intersecting identities!  
How can you celebrate Pride? 
• Go to a Pride parade/event. Be an enthusiastic person on the side-lines or join in! 
• Update your social media accounts and/or your Zoom background with a Pride sticker or filter. 
• Change your email signature line at home and work to include your pronouns. 

• Donate money to local, statewide, or national LGBTQ+ organizations. 
• Teach your children about other identities; read special books or talk about how sometimes boys wear dresses or someone has two 

mommies. 
• Support and purchase swag from LGBTQ+ organizations. 
• Host or attend a Drag Queen Story Time. 
• Buy and share LGBTQ+ art. 
• Attend a drag performance. 
• Share uplifting and positive stories about the LGBTQ+ community. 

There is so much love, resilience, and triumph! 
• Sharpen your LGBTQ+ history knowledge and host a trivia night. 
• Learn how to be an effective ally and support those in your life. 
• Request an LGBTQ+ inclusivity training for your program/agency through Safe Spaces Chippewa Valley. 
For more ideas, go to Human Rights Campaign’s Pride Inside! Also, check out the LGBTQ Community Center located in Eau Claire 
for local Pride events. 

Family Support 

Center                        

is looking for 

volunteers! 
 

Office/program support 
We need volunteers to answer phones 

and help with office   projects 
 

On-Call Advocates 
Provide evening, weekend, and                

holiday coverage for our 24/hour              
crisis hotline  

 

If you would like more                                 

information about our volunteer          

opportunities, please contact Lori at: 

resourcedev@fsccf.org 

FSC staff is fully vaccinated! 
 

Here we are at our first in-person staff meeting 

after a year and a half of virtual meetings. It 

was wonderful to all be together again! 



  

Page 2  Fami ly  Suppor t  Center  

 

Chippewa Falls main office 
715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020 

familysupport@fsccf.org 

Administrative 
 

Executive Director-Geri   
 

Assistant Administrator-Sue  
 

Office Manager-Glori 
 

Resource Development Coordinator-
Lori 
 

On-Call Volunteer Coordinator-Kessa 

 

Domestic Violence Program 
 

Domestic Violence Program Director-
Jeni 
 

Domestic Violence Advocates-          
Cara and Erica 
 

Domestic Violence Youth Advocates-
Gretchen and Sara 
 

River Source Family Center 
715.720.1841 
 

Parent Services Program Director-
Becce  
 

Parent Educator-Robin 
 

River Source Program & Group  
Connections Facilitator-Amanda R. 
 

CF Group Connections Facilitator-
Brenda 

Sexual Assault Program 
 

C.F. Sexual Assault Advocate-Ka 
Human Trafficking Case Manager-
Kenzie 

Sexual Assault Program 
 

Sexual Assault Program Director-
Amanda S. 
 

Sexual Assault Advocate-Annette 
 

UWEC CASA Victim Services              
Coordinator-Grace 

Violence Prevention Education   
Program 
 

Prevention Educator-Kathryn 

 

Family Support & Resource  
Coordinator-Hailey 
 

Family Crisis Support Specialist-
Kristin 

 

ATODA Prevention Coordinator-Deb 

You deserve to live a life  
free from violence 

Chippewa Falls satellite office 

Offices within the  
Chippewa Falls School District 

Eau Claire offices 
715-830-0188 or 1-888-407-7811 

For more information about Family Support Center, go to: 
 

www.Fami lySupportCenterCF.com  
 

         Check us out on social media! 

What a year! Our 2020-2021 school 
year has come to an end and it has been 
one of the most challeng-
ing but rewarding years. 
Though it was a non-
traditional year, our Pro-
tective Behaviors pro-
gram was still incorpo-
rated into many children's 
lives. I made lesson vide-
os for our elementary 
schools that were proctored by the guid-
ance counselors in the Chippewa Falls 
School District. I also hosted virtual 
Google Meet lessons for Chippewa Falls 
Middle school. The students in Chippe-
wa County have struggled with the re-
percussions of living through a pandemic 
and going virtual allowed us to meet the 

needs we can. I have already received 
feedback from the counselors that the 
students have been engaged, learning, 
and getting the help they need with these 
difficult abusive experiences. It gives me 
so much relief that we are meeting the 
needs of students even though I'm not in-
person. Besides having a successful but 
unusual program year, my husband Matt 
and I welcomed a baby boy in October 
2020. It has been a blessing to work from 
home while pregnant and after he was 
born - one must look for the silver linings 
while living through a pandemic! He is a 
very happy and active little boy who 
loves to give smiles and sloppy kisses. I 
simply cannot wait for when he will start 
to understand and practice Protective 
Behaviors on his own.    

  ~Kathryn 
  Prevention Educator 

 

T his April, drawing from lessons 
learned over the last year, Family Sup-
port Center’s Sexual Assault Program 
offered several opportunities for the 
community to “come together” – virtual-
ly – during Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month! 
One of the highlights of 2021’s SAAM 
was a series of free webinars, presented 
live each Thursday in April and recorded 
for accessibility to even wider audiences. 
Advocates shared information on topics 
that were meaningful to each of us: re-
claiming sexuality after trauma; using 
movement as a tool for healing; reaching 
and serving survivors on college cam-
puses; dispelling myths about sex work 
and human trafficking; and understand-
ing the experiences of LGBTQ+ survi-
vors. You can watch the webinar record-
ings on Family Support Center’s 

YouTube channel. Just enter “Family 
Support Center” and “SAAM” into the 
search bar at youtube.com. 
The Sexual Assault Program also con-
tinued our longstanding partnership with 
UW-Eau Claire’s Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies capstone class. 
We had the privilege of working with 
three students, Kylie, Megan, and Julia, 
on their projects involving creating a 
comprehensive social media plan for 
CASA, strengthening outreach to UW-
EC’s Student Housing department, and 
producing a series of videos designed to 
give voice to survivors’ stories. 
Even though SAAM 2021 still looked a 
lot different than in years past, the 

strength of survivors and support of our 
communities managed to shine through!
 ~Amanda S. 
 Sexual Assault Program Director 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month 2021 

Safety and Strength, formerly titled 
Mom and Me, is a support group for 
survivors of domestic violence. 
   This group aims to nurture connec-
tions between protective parents and 
youth affected by family violence. 
   Safety and Strength will meet 
Wednesdays July 7-August 11 from 10:30
-12:00 outside at Family Support Center. 

Attend as many sessions as you would 
like! 
Advanced registration is required the 
Monday before each session (needed 
for snack & activity preparation). This 
group is free and confidential, all ages 
of youth are welcome. 
   For more information or to register, 
please contact Gretchen. 715.723.1138/
youthadvocate@fsccf.org 



Page 3  Fami ly  Suppor t  Center  

Here’ s  what ’s  happening  at  River  Source Fami ly  Center !  

 F amily Support Center has had the 
privilege of continuing our mission to be 
actively anti-racist over the past year. 
These efforts have included continuing 
education on intersectional issues that 
marginalized groups in our communities 
have faced both in the past and through 
today. To recognize 
Juneteenth, one such in-
credibly important holiday 
and event in Black Ameri-
can culture, FSC staff will 
be holding an in-service 
viewing and discussion of 
the documentary “13th” by 
Ava DuVernay. Read on to learn more 
about Juneteenth and how you can recog-
nize holidays like it yourself! 
   When many people think of the end of 
slavery in America the most notable event 
is likely to be the Emancipation Procla-
mation, signed by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1862. Though this was the 
start of the end of slavery as we under-
stood it at the time, there were still hun-
dreds of thousands of enslaved Black 
Americans in some southern states until 
1865 and even more still fought for legal 
status until 1874.  
   This delay in freedom that enslaved 
Americans experienced, particularly in 
the state of Texas, was due in large part to 

 Summer is Here!! 
Sunshine, warm breeze, shorts,               

flip-flops, AND…outdoor fun with 

River Source Family Center!! 
 

River Source has so much fun planned for 
this summer! We are now offering in-
person, outdoor Playgroups on Tuesdays 

at the park! This one
-hour playgroup 
brings so much fun 
and learning for 
parents and chil-
dren. Each week has 
new activities and 
crafts, snacks on the 
go, and plenty of 
fun for everyone. As 
we provide weekly 

outdoor playgroups, we continue to stay 
socially distanced, offering a limited num-
ber of spots for participation. Registration 
is required.   
   If you have participated with River 
Source Family Center during the summer, 
in past years we always had fieldtrips ad-
ventures throughout the summer months.  

This summer we are doing Summertime 
Park Tours throughout Chippewa Coun-
ty! See our 
summer cal-
endar for ad-
ventures to 
different parks 
in Chippewa 
County and 
meet up with 
River Source 
Family Center 
to get your Park Passport stamped at 
each park you visit with us. We will 
also have a scavenger hunt, to-go snacks 
and crafts!!  This is an absolutely great 
way to explore Chippewa County and 
have so much fun doing it!! 

   Movin’ & Groov-
in’ is also making 
its way to River-
front Park! The first 
and third Mondays in 
June, July and Au-
gust, we will be 
dancing and singing 
with Miss Brenda at 

Riverfront Park, on the green grass in 
front of the stage. Bring your family, 
instruments from home, and your danc-
ing feet!  
   River Source Family Center is also 
bringing our Baby & Me program out-
side. The last Wednesdays of the month, 
we will meet families with their babies 
at Irvine Park, and Walk and Talk! 
What a great way to connect with fami-
lies in the community and get outside. 
You can almost feel the warmth of the 
sun on your face! What a refreshing 
way to connect. 
   We also have rural craft kit pickups 
the second Monday of each month over 
the summer! 
   Visit our Facebook page and website 
for more details on all the fun we have 
in store for you this Summer.  

We cannot wait to see you all                   
this summer!!  

~River Source Family Center staff: 
   Becce, Robin, Brenda, and Amanda  

 

Visit us on our website,  
Facebook & Instagram! 

 

www.RiverSourceFamilyCenter.com 

the lack of Union presence to enforce 
emancipation laws. It was on June 19th, 
1865 that the last Black Texans finally 
learned of their freedom when federal 
orders were sent to Galveston. Because of 
this, June 19th is now known to many as 
the official date of the end of slavery and 
is commemorated with a celebration and 

holiday known as Juneteenth. 
Dating back to the 1890’s, 
“America’s Second Independ-
ence Day” is a day of both 
celebration and action, with 
many early events being dedi-
cated to educating newly freed 
slaves on how to vote.  

   Today, though many celebrations con-
sist of fun activities like barbeques, fish-
ing, events in parks, music, etc., 
Juneteenth is still a time of reflection and 
activism for both Black and white Ameri-
cans. It is an opportunity to learn, not 
ignore, the dark corners of our country’s 
past and listen to the voices of those who 
are impacted by these events still today. 
Though Juneteenth has yet to be recog-
nized on the national level, most states 
have a dedicated day of observance and 
some states include it as an official paid 
holiday. 
 If you’d like to recognize Juneteenth 
yourself, here are some ways to     
celebrate: 

•    Support Black-owned businesses 
in your area or purchase from them 
online 

•    Show up and learn from 
Juneteenth events in your area or 
from online platforms hosting more 
widespread events 

•    Juneteenth Media Recommenda-
tions: Educate yourself with docu-
mentaries, books, and podcasts from 
sources like the National Museum of 
African American History & Culture, 
PBS specials, and Black content crea-
tors 

•    Bring the recognition and educa-
tion into other spaces too! – teach 
about it in the classroom, hold a staff 
in-service, talk about it with your 
family and friends 

•    Donate a book from our inclusive 
book list to help our agency reflect 
the voices of our community  

          ~Erica 
                     Domestic Violence Advocate 

Family Support Center Staff Continues Anti-Racist Mission 

President 
Stella Clark 

Secretary 
Terri Hernandez  

 

Theresa O’Neel  
Sherrie Dachel 
Dena Manier 

David Schaller 
Sheridan Welch 

Vice President 
Joe Nelson 

Treasurer                
Mary Rose Willi   

Kristin Karnes-
Frederickson 

Pastor Karen Behling 
Michael Strubel 
Teresa Germain 

Jennifer Prochnow 

2021 FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Family Support Center 

P.O. Box 143 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020 

We are in need of the following items for client use. 
Please drop off items at Family Support Center.   

 

With a little help you, too, can make a difference! 

• Diapers-size 5 & 6’s 
• Goodwill gift cards 
• Dish soap & general 

cleaning products 
• Laundry detergent 
• Paper towels 
• Toilet paper 
• Ziplock bags (sandwich 

size zip tops)  
• Lotion (full size) 
• Shaving cream 
• Products for natural/

Black/textured hair  

• Children’s toothpaste 
• Snacks! Individually 

packaged/snack size 
crackers, cereal, raisins, 
dried fruit, fresh produce, 
small water bottles, gran-
ola & fruit bars, fruit 
pouches 

• Brown construction            
paper 

• Paper lunch bags 
• 8 X 10 digital frames 

for our offices 

Thank you to our community members who have already pur-
chased and donated inclusive books from our previous newslet-

ter requests! These books continue our anti-racism efforts, en-
suring that everyone is represented in the work we do. If you 

have not yet purchased a book from our list, here is another 
great opportunity to do so!  

This Is My America 
by 

Kim Johnson 

Brown Girl Dreaming 
by  

Jacqueline Woodson 

The Black Flamingo 
by 

Dean Atta 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Diana Germain-items from our wish list 
Karen Grothe-wish list books and toys 
Northwestern Bank Employee Casual Day donation 
Titus Women, Central Lutheran Church Chippewa Falls 
Dollars for Doing Grand donations for Xcel Energy employees 
Laurie Suhr-two refurbished laptop computers for clients 
Cash donations from anonymous donors 
Gift card donations for our wish list items 

Family Support Center staff would like to thank the 

following individuals and businesses  

who have donated since our last newsletter. 

 

Watch for news about our fall fundraiser,  

Ladies Happy Hour  

Extravaganza! (working title!)                       

Tuesday, September 28th 
Details coming soon... 


