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The additional stress and trauma of
veryone can contribute to preventing
child abuse. Help show your support by
living through a pandemic can put
spreading the word on social media, wearpeople and communities at greater
ing blue, and most importantly, being a
superhero to any and all young people in
risk of both sexual assault and child
your life! Providing support, encouragement, and a trusting relationship helps to sexual abuse, as well as other forms of
counter the effects of abuse and build reintimate partner violence.
silient, capable youth.
You may be seeing pinwheels around
the community—in yards, parks, or winin
women
dows. Pinwheels are the recognized symbol to raise awareness around the preven+
tion of child abuse and neglect. Join the
movement by posting pinwheels on your
in
men
social media pages or printing and colorhave experienced
ing a pinwheel to put on display—and if
sexual violence in their lifetime
you have kids in your life this would be a
great time to emphasize how important
and loved they are!
Nearly 700,000 children are victims of
abuse and neglect each year. If you are
In
concerned about potential child abuse or
of child sexual abuse cases,
neglect of someone you know, speak up!
perpetrators are known
With COVID-19 keeping more people
isolated and indoors, the risk of abuse and
to the victim
neglect is higher, and children need caring
adults on their team to advocate for them.
If you feel as though additional support is
needed, there are trained Advocates at
Family Support Center to help children
of female survivors of rape
and families experiencing violence and/or
knew their perpetrator
abuse. Please call us at 715-723-1138 if
you have questions, want more information, or need help.
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pringtime means a lot of our favorite
things coming back: green grass, flowers,
rain puddles to jump in, and Sexual
Assault Awareness Month (SAAM)! In
accord with previous awareness months in
the past year, Family Support Center is
committed to participating in SAAM in
ways that are meaningful, thought provoking, and safe for our community—which
means this year we have new virtual
events to present.
This year’s Sexual Assault Awareness
Month theme is “We Can Build Safe
Spaces Online”. Sexual violence of all
kinds can happen anywhere, including in
online spaces. As we connect online, we
can learn how to practice digital consent,
intervene when we see harmful content or
behaviors, and ensure that online spaces
— whether they be workspaces, classrooms, social media platforms, or otherwise — are respectful and safe.
Stay tuned! Learn more by visiting
nsvrc.org/saam and by keeping an eye on
Family Support Center’s Facebook and
Instagram for more details about awareness activities and educational opportunities.
~Grace
CASA Victim Services Coordinator

~Sara & Gretchen
Domestic Violence Youth Advocates

of all transgender adults report

Reports of child abuse and
neglect in Wisconsin in 2019

experiencing sexual assault.

For a complete schedule of dates

Some trans people of color

and topics,

report even higher rates

or to register, go to:

*Wisconsin Department of Children and

Families' annual Wisconsin Child Abuse and
Neglect Report.

Additional statistics at www.wcasa.org

https://qrco.de/bc0k8s

Youth Advocates specialize in working with children who have witnessed domestic violence or have experienced abuse,
harassment, or assault. They can help children and youth process their experiences, learn and practice coping skills, assist with any restraining order processes, and safety plan with both youth and their families. Youth advocates also work
with teens and can help with education about healthy vs. unhealthy relationships, understanding the cycle of abuse, and
violence prevention efforts. Youth Advocates are available for all youth and students to talk about their experiences in a
safe and confidential environment.
Contact us at 715.723.1138 or email Gretchen at youthadvocate@fsccf.org or Sara at youthadvocate2@fsccf.org
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Family Support Center

Ever wonder who is on staff at FSC? Here’s the latest information!
Chippewa Falls main office

You deserve to live a life
free from violence

We believe and support
survivors

715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020
familysupport@fsccf.org

Administrative

Domestic Violence Program

River Source Family Center

Executive Director-Geri
Assistant Administrator-Sue
Office Manager-Glori
Resource Development CoordinatorLori
On-Call Volunteer Coordinator-Kessa

Domestic Violence Program DirectorJeni
Domestic Violence Advocates-Cara
and Erica
Domestic Violence Youth AdvocatesGretchen and Sara

715.720.1841

Parent Services Program DirectorBecce
Parent Educator-Robin
River Source Program & Group
Connections Facilitator-Amanda R.
CF Group Connections FacilitatorBrenda

Chippewa Falls satellite office
715-861-7345

715-830-0188 or 1-888-407-7811

Sexual Assault Program

Sexual Assault Program

C.F. Sexual Assault Advocate-Kate
Human Trafficking Case Manager-Kenzie

Sexual Assault Program Director-Amanda S.
Sexual Assault Advocate-Annette
UWEC CASA Victim Services Coordinator-Grace
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Violence Prevention Education Program
Prevention Educator-Kathryn
Family Support & Resource
Coordinator-Hailey
Family Crisis Support Specialist-Kristin
ATODA Prevention Coordinator-Deb

Hi FSC Friends, Supporters, and Community Members! Many of you may know me as one of the Chippewa
Falls Sexual Assault Advocates. However, starting in March I began taking on a new role within the agency as the
Human Trafficking Case Manager. In this position I will be working with Project Respect out of Madison, WI
providing direct services to folks residing in the Chippewa Valley, in addition to a multitude of other tasks within the
Northern Region of Wisconsin. Just like our other direct service providers, I will continue to provide free and confidential advocacy-based counseling services, criminal/legal accompaniment, facilitate support groups, and assist in
emergency housing and medical advocacy. However, in this new role, I also get the opportunity to work with many
state-wide partners in educating the community on Human Trafficking. I will be serving on a variety of teams/
coalitions, and partner with other service providers to connect survivors to services in an area closest to their home.
Human Trafficking is a human rights issue, and I am honored to have the opportunity to work towards tackling this
injustice in a variety of ways. I have been with Family Support Center for nearly two years now, starting as an oncall volunteer, transitioning into an Intern within the Domestic Violence Program, being hired into the Sexual Assault Program following my internship, and now within that same program, getting to work primarily with survivors of Sex Trafficking. It has been an
incredible journey getting to grow my skills as an Advocate, and I cannot thank the team of staff at FSC enough for helping me get to
where I am today. ~Kenzie, Human Trafficking Case Manager

For more information about Family Support Center, go to:

w w w. F a m i l yS u p p o r t C e n t e r C F. c o m
Check us out on social media!

Family Support Center
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revention Education has always been
an important cornerstone of Family Support Center’s mission and philosophy. In
2017, Family Support Center launched
Talk About It – a primary prevention education program for middle to high school
students, lasting an entire semester, and
exploring the roots and causes of
power-based violence in an effort
to unlearn and dismantle problematic norms and behaviors that
contribute to dating, domestic,
and sexual violence.
This past fall, End Abuse Wisconsin
refocused their prevention efforts and
funding dollars to underscore leadership,
and empowering and connecting communities of color. Within these plans to refocus prevention efforts, a reshuffling of
funds would also occur, sending more

funding to fewer projects around the state.
Although Family Support Center was not
selected as a recipient of this continued
funding, we are excited about the potential
impact this work can make in other cities
around the state and the ripple effect that
may follow.
Our Talk About It educator and participating students celebrated the final
days of this project in January and
discussed the responsibility of each
person in our community to continue
this work on their own: to continue
talking about dating, domestic, and
sexual violence, the importance of developing healthy and safe relationships, the ways
in which we experience life differently
(intersectionality), and how to help others
in need.
Although this was heartbreaking news, as
an agency, we know this does not mean our
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prevention education will dissolve. We
are proud to continue offering (even in
strange covid-times) Protective Behaviors, support groups, and educational
groups in area schools and will incorporate elements and lessons from Talk
About It into new programming.
Grace, previously the Prevention Project Coordinator, who had been overseeing and facilitating the Talk About It project is extremely happy to not be saying
“goodbye” to the agency but has stepped
into a new position: Sexual Assault Advocate at CASA (the Center for Awareness of Sexual Assault) on campus at the
university of Wisconsin – Eau Claire.
“I’m so excited to be transitioning into
this position!” Grace shared, “As a
UWEC alum, I am overjoyed to return to
campus to provide direct service to students and community members in need of
an advocate.”

Here’s what’s happening at River Source Family Center!

R

iver Source Family Center has not
seen children inside our building since
March 2020, but our staff have been busy
bringing the fun to families in their own
homes. Our programs have adapted to the
COVID-19 pandemic by offering a variety
of very creative activities that continue to
enhance parent-child relationships and
child development skills. We are keeping
the kiddos busy at home by offering craft
kit pickups every Friday outside of River
Source Family Center and twice a month in
Stanley, Cornell, and Bloomer. To
date (May 2020 to present), we
have created and handed out over
1600 craft kits. That is a whole lot
of fun packed in a little paper bag!
River Source Family Center has
also been able to bring the fun into
the homes of our littlest members
of our community by providing
Virtual Play & Learn playgroups
and Movin’ & Groovin’ classes on
Zoom. These very interactive group connections are offered 4x a month and get
your little ones dancing, singing, playing ISpy and Show & Tell, safely in their own
home, but interacting with other kids on the
screen. We have had
amazing story times
with Chippewa Falls
Youth Librarians, Chippewa Falls Early Head
Start staff, and Chippewa Falls Dental Center
staff.
In January, River
Source Family Center

staff had a “Snow Party” at Irvine Park.
Families were able to paint in the snow,
build an ice cube igloo, move their way
through a snow obstacle course, and
receive a snowperson building kit! We
were very bundled up but enjoyed getting outside to play.
River Source Family Center is also
offering programs that help parents connect with other parents virtually, especially during this pandemic. Parent Cafés and Baby & Me classes offer parents
a time to connect with other parents.
Parenting classes like Your Journey
Together bring great information to
parents, while supporting them on
their parenting journey.
Look for many exciting new group
connection opportunities this late
spring, early summer. Warmer
weather will bring our outdoor playgroups back to life! River Source
Family Center is also looking at
“Back to Nature” playgroups and
Summer Park Tours in Chippewa County.
As we are moving past 12 months of
the COVID-19 pandemic, River Source
Family Center continues to provide families with many opportunities for their
children to play and learn.
We are here to keep childhood spirits alive and thriving, while supporting parents
in as many ways as we can!
Please stay connected with
us.
Visit us on our website,
Facebook & Instagram.

 “It’s enjoyable to talk with other
parents”

 “I don’t feel so alone because
other parents are dealing with the
same issues”
 “Grateful for parent connections”
“Flexible”
While Virtual Parent Café’s may look
and feel a bit different from our inperson sessions, the goal has stayed
the same! We want to help parents/
caregivers feel supported and provide
them the opportunity to share ideas
and engage with other families. Our
discussions focus on the five protective
factors and how we can positively incorporate them to enhance family
communication. Virtual Parent Café’s
are scheduled every six weeks for
Spring and Fall sessions.
For more information on how you can
participate in these
interactive
conversations please
check out our Facebook page or email
Amanda R
playgroup@fsccf.org.

“I have been continually amazed by the
adaptability, tenacity and commitment of all our
staff. This is without a doubt the most difficult
time all of us have been through and everyone
has truly risen to the challenges.”
Geri, Executive Director

Legal & personal
advocacy
Safety plans &
Safe shelter
assistance

"It was clear that young people in our community
didn't just participate in our Talk About It prevention program because they 'had to' for school, but
because they wanted to! They were thirsty for the
opportunity to talk about relationships, both
healthy and unhealthy, and how to prevent dating,
domestic and sexual violence from happening. It
was a true gift from students to be able to continue
doing the work through this pandemic."
Grace, Prevention Project Coordinator

Outreach
FSC Facebook,
Twitter and
Instagram posts

“Working in a pandemic has been no easy feat. Personally, I’ve had to learn to be even more flexible and plan for
things to always change. One of the positives of this pandemic is that I’ve become a better advocate for it! I feel
that I am better able to meet my clients where they are at
and roll with the (massive) changes. I’ve had to utilize
coping skills and strategies to manage my own anxiety
which has allowed me to connect with clients in a different way, and provide more meaningful help in this area.
While this pandemic has caused grief, trauma, and shed
light to inequalities that have always existed in our country, I am trying to look to the positives: being a better
advocate, learning more about myself, and coming together as an agency.”
Cara, Domestic Violence Advocate

“Our clients have adapted to virtual appointments
the best they can. Everyone at the agency knows it
is not always easy, but kudos to all for allowing us
to serve them in this manner at this time.”
Robin, Parent Educator
“It’s enjoyable to talk with other parents”
“I don’t feel so alone because other parents are
dealing with the same issues”
“Grateful for parent connections”
Parent Café participants

Baby bundles
delivered
Virtual home
visits

“My kids have loved doing the craft kits because

they come from River Source!”

“The discussions in Parent Café make me realize I
am not alone.”
River Source playgroup participant

“During the pandemic, River Source has been able
to continue providing my family with a safe and
fun time to express ourselves, socialize and learn!”

River Source playgroup participant

RSFC Facebook
and
Instagram posts

Monthly mailings to
Chippewa County
families
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Family Support Center
P.O. Box 143
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020

Family Support Center is an equal opportunity agency. Famil y Support Center celebrates the
diversity of all people and does not discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color,
n a t i o n a l o ri g i n , s e x, re l i g i o n , a g e , a b i l i t y, g e n d e r i d e n t i t y o r e xp re s s i o n , o r s e x u a l o ri e n t a t i o n .
Family Support Center’s programs are funded in part by United W ay
of the Greater Chippewa Valley.

We are in need of the following items for client use. Family Support Center is committed to becoming actively antiPlease drop off items at Family Support Center.

With a little help you, too, can make a difference!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baby wipes
Diapers-all sizes
Goodwill gift cards
Dish soap
Laundry detergent
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Ziplock bags
(sandwich size zip
tops)
Non-perishable microwavable meals
Hand soap
Body wash, lotion (full
size)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shaving cream
Products for natural/
Black/textured hair
Children’s soap, lotion,
shampoo & toothpaste
Pipe cleaners
Stickers
Water color paints
Brown construction
paper
Paper lunch bags
Plain white paper
plates (big & small)
8X10” digital photo
frames

racist and centering people of color within our framework of
antiviolence. To promote our agency’s antiracist initiatives,
every quarter we will be asking for donations of diverse children’s and young adult books to add to our library; books
that truly reflect the unique identities of our community!
These books will not only focus on characters with many racial, cultural, language, and differing abilities, but may also be
written by diverse authors as well. You may have seen our first
book request in our Winter 2020 newsletter. We hope that you
will help us continue our mission and reach our goals each quarter. Will you do your part in the antiracist movement?

Ada Twist, Scientist
by
Andrea Beaty

Hair Love
by
Matthew A. Cherry

Little Legends
by
Vashti Harrison

Family Support Center staff would like to thank the following individuals and businesses
who have donated since our last newsletter.
First Presbyterian Church Men’s Group
Women of Faith, Faith Lutheran Church
United Methodist Women – Donation from their “No
Bake” Christmas Cookie Sale
WELCA – English Lutheran Church of Bateman
ITW for Match Funds

Chippewa High School FBLA Toy & Puzzle Drive and all
who contributed to it
The Kiwanis Club of Chippewa Falls
Chippewa County Employees
The Candy Shoppe – Donation from their Tip Money
Donation Program

