Fall 2019 Newsletter

FAMILY SUPPORT
C E N T E R
Ways to Support Survivors
During DVAM
Get a purple hair extension!

O

ctober is Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM), and we have a number of collaborations throughout our community to raise awareness and show support for survivors of domestic violence.
For the second year in a row, we are partnering with area agencies to display purple
ribbon posters throughout October. Purple
ribbons are the official symbol of Domestic
Violence Awareness Month and have historically been a symbol of hope, visibility,
and sanctuary for those experiencing domestic violence. If you know of an area
agency that would be interested in displaying this poster, please contact us!
We will also have over 20 displays at
locations throughout the community where
you can learn more about dynamics of violence and how to support survivors. Small
purple ribbons, stickers, and bookmarks are
available at many of these displays. Every
year we expand our outreach efforts to
include new locations with new displays.
This DVAM our communities will be able
to see three new displays with information
on reproductive coercion, trauma and
youth, and substance abuse at a variety of
locations including local Chippewa
schools, banks, and clinics.
New this year and at about 10 of these
displays will be a “letters to survivors”
campaign where participants can write
words of encouragement and letters of support to survivors. These letters will then be
available for clients at Family Support
Center to read throughout the year. Please
follow us on Facebook to see
more about where these displays will be located, or call
the office for more information!
Other ways to show your
support include getting purple hair extensions at Shades Jeni with
of You in Chippewa Falls for purple hair
extension

DVAM. The hair extensions are $20, with
proceeds benefitting Family Support Center. Tangled Up In Hue in Eau Claire is
also offering a limited run of T-shirts this
quarter in honor of survivors of violence.
Stop by their store or go online to purchase
a shirt! As they have in past years, 430 AM
and Bridge Street Brew (both in Chippewa
Falls) will be labeling their cups with information about DVAM and Family Support
Center, so stop by and grab a drink and
learn more about Family Support Center.
Finally, we have partnered with area libraries to read and discuss a book that includes the theme of domestic violence.
Come to the following places to
discuss Picture Perfect by Jodi
Picoult: Chippewa Falls Public
Library on October 10th at 6pm;
Cadott Community Library on
October 17th at 5pm; and G.E.
Bleskacek Family Memorial
Bloomer Public Library on
October 21st at 6pm.
Follow us on Facebook for additional
events and information throughout DVAM.
We look forward to coming together as a
community to raise awareness and show
support for survivors of domestic violence.
~Jeni
Domestic Violence Program Director

Shades of You in Chippewa Falls is
offering their popular purple hair
extensions for $20.00, with proceeds benefiting Family Support
Center.

Come to a book discussion!
Family Support Center has partnered with area libraries to read
and discuss Picture Perfect by Jodi
Picoult. Here are the dates and
locations:
October 10, 6:00 p.m.: Chippewa
Falls Public Library
October 17, 5:00 p.m.: Cadott
Community Library
October 21, 6:00 p.m.: Bloomer
Public Library.

Wear a special DVAM t-shirt!
Tangled Up In Hue in Eau Claire is
offering a limited run of T-shirts this
quarter in honor of survivors of violence. Stop by their store or go
online to purchase a special
DVAM T-shirt!

Attend
Ladies Evening Extravaganza!
Look for purple ribbons
around Chippewa
County this October!

For a full list of displays and locations
check our Facebook page closer
to October!

Our largest fundraiser of the year,
Ladies Evening Extravaganza, is
Thursday, September 26th. This
event raises money for services we
provide free of charge to our clients, as well as our violence prevention education. Also, this year
the event will feature a DVAM
kickoff!
*Hurry! Only a few tickets left!
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Family Support Center

The Staff…

Executive Director
Geri

Assistant Administrator
Sue
Receptionist, Administrative Assistant
Glori
Resource Development
Coordinator
Lori
Domestic Violence Program Director
Jeni
Domestic Violence Advocates
Cara
Erica
Domestic Violence Youth Advocate
Mattie
Sexual Assault Victim Services
Coordinators
Blythe
Amanda S.
Prevention Project Coordinator
Grace
Prevention Educator
Kathryn
Parent Services Program Director
Becce
River Source Program & Group
Connections Facilitator
Parent Educator
Amanda L.
Family Support & Resource Coordinator
Family Crisis Support Specialist
Kristin
ATODA Prevention
Coordinator
Deb
UWEC Center for Awareness of Sexual
Assault (CASA)
Victim Services Coordinator
Blythe

Contact us…
(715) 723-1138
or 1-800-400-7020
Fax: (715) 723-8460
www.familysupportcentercf.com
2019 FAMILY SUPPORT CENTERBOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Pastor Terri Koca,
Vice President
Joe Nelson,
Treasurer
Mary Rose Willi,
Secretary
Terri Hernandez,
Theresa O’Neel

Sherrie Dachel
Jeanne Fox
Stella Clark
Dena Manier
David Schaller
Teresa Germain
Sheridan Welch
Kristin KarnesFrederickson

Family Support Center Community Outreach!
Advocates at Family Support Center
have been busy with community outreach efforts this summer! Two of our
Chippewa Falls Advocates participated
in Chippewa Falls’ 5th Annual National Night Out in August. This event, put
on by the Police Department, brings
together service providers and families
within the community for a fun and information-filled evening. With prizes
ready in hand, our Advocates invited
families to play an interactive game to
get them thinking about how they cope
with and express their own feelings. It
was a wonderful opportunity to connect
with families and other providers in our
area.
River Source Family Center staff and
volunteers collaborated with local volunteers, faith-based communities, and
police, fire, and ambulance departments
in and around Cornell, WI to host Cornell’s first National Night Out. The

Meet McKenzie,
FSC’s Fall Intern
Hi everyone and nice to
meet you all! My name is
McKenzie and I am the
new intern here at Family
Support Center. I will be
getting involved in a little bit of everything so expect to see a
new face around the center and don’t be
afraid to say hello! Here are a few fun
facts about myself: I have 2 cats,
Fredrick and Russell (who are absolute
terrors but we won’t talk about that), my
favorite food is anything carb-related,
and I enjoy painting and photography in
my free time. I am currently finishing
up my Bachelors in Social Work and
was very excited to hear that I would be
getting to do so while having the opportunity to work with all the different survivors that FSC serves. Throughout my
entire college career, I have focused
primarily on victim services and how to
advocate for, get involved with, and
better the experience of survivors while
they get the resources they need, so getting this opportunity is beyond exciting.
I’m looking forward to this experience
and cannot wait to give back to my
community and help those who need it.
~McKenzie B.
FSC Intern Fall 2019

family-focused event was a huge success – with more than 400 attendees!
Family Support Center was also invited to be the fundraising recipient of
Mason Companies’ sponsored night
with the Chippewa Falls Concert Series in June! Advocates set up an information booth and enjoyed the concert
while discussing our services and upcoming events with fellow concertgoers. We’d like to thank Mason Companies for selecting us as their charity of
choice and generous community members for their donations to help us raise
over $100 that night.
Family Support Center partnered with
Eau Claire Express for a fun night of
baseball in July! This was a great opportunity to raise awareness about the
services we provide, and we raised
money through ticket sales and donations.

Our Advocates are
back to school working with
their youth clients and
providing vital violence
prevention education
throughout Chippewa County!
Talk About It is excited to return to
area middle and high schools for a year
of prevention programming! Don’t
forget-Teen Dating Violence Prevention trainings are available for FREE
all year long! Trainings are interactive, educational, fun and tailored for
the function of the group! Call or email
Family Support Center to inquire and to
join the ranks of Chippewa County
adults who are committed to ending
dating/domestic and sexual violence in
our communities.

“What a great program you are able to
provide to your community! This is so
important.” - Training Participant,
August 2019

Family Support Center
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Here’s what’s happening at

River Source Family Center
A Special good-bye for Liz!
On Thursday, August 22nd, we had a special potluck picnic at River
Source Family Center to share summer memories and say good-bye
to Liz, our Playgroup Facilitator. Thank you to all who brought
Liz and her
goodies to share!

Traveling
Tuesdays

Parent Café returns this fall with three enriching evenings for you and
your family to participate in. Be Strong Families Parent Café will meet
on October 10, November 14 & December 12 from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
here at River Source Family Center. For information or to register for
Parent Café, please call River Source Family Center at 715-720-1841.

This summer we had more Traveling
Tuesdays than ever! Thank you to our
community partners who
made our Traveling Tuesdays such fun! Our Tuesday playgroup traveled to
the Fill-Inn Station,
Olson’s Ice Cream,
Klinger’s Farm Market,
Irvine Park-twice, Blaeser Farms,
Chippewa Falls Fire
Station, Chippewa
Candy Shop, Chippewa Falls Library and
Connell’s Family
Orchard.
Thank you for the
great field trips!

A Heartfelt Farewell...

Mindfulness & Trauma

daughter, Rylan

Meet Catherine, our new Playgroup Facilitator!
I recently moved to the area from Duluth, MN with my husband
and our 2 year old daughter. River Source Family Center has been
so welcoming to our family since we moved here and I'm thrilled
to be able to welcome and support other families as Play Group
Catherine and her
Coordinator. Looking forward to seeing you at River Source Famidaughter, Lucy
ly Center on Monday and Tuesday mornings for Movin' & Groovin' and Play & Learn!

Mark your calendars! Our Fall Parent Café Series is coming in October!

Dear Friends,
After 13 wonderful years as the CASA
Sexual Assault Victim Services Coordinator, I am saying goodbye to pursue
different adventures. I will begin a new
journey as a birth & postpartum doula,
providing support to pregnant people and
their families, and helping welcome lives
into the world. Although I am excited for
this opportunity for service, leaving is
very difficult for me and I keep circling
back to one specific thought: how does
one “leave” anti-violence work?
To say that this work impacts you
would be an understatement—it permeates your life on many levels. As you
become more informed, you become a
better friend, family member, and parent.
The Me Too movement was founded in
2006, which, coincidentally, was the
year that I started working at CASA.
Our society has changed so much since
then, and I postulate that we have all
become better people. Specifically, we
respect the impact of sexual harassment
and violence so much more now (enough
to make #metoo a household name by
2017). I like to think that our work at

Family Support Center has contributed
to this societal shift.
Family Support Center has been more
than just an employer for me, but rather
like a family. Each person, at one time
or another, has offered me kind words,
encouragement, a listening ear, or a
hug. The women here are a resilient
combination of strength, courage, and
wisdom. I can honestly say that they
have enough tenacity and compassion to
change the world. Please give them as
much support as you can. Whether it’s
a surprise pizza lunch or a generous
donation to their work. They have inspired me each and every day and I
can’t thank them enough.
I consider the time I have spent here a
tremendous gift. I was privileged to
bear witness to people’s pain and do my
best to help my community members
each day. I have been filled with such a
strong sense of purpose and become a
better person for it. No, I don’t think I
ever will leave this work. I will always
carry a piece of it with me.
Sincerely,
Amanda Mondlock

Mindfulness & Trauma is a new inhouse group for adults & youth (ages
5+) who have experienced interpersonal
violence. Advocates decided they wanted to do a new group at Family Support
Center that implements some of the
things they do during one-on-one’s with
clients. Jeni, the Domestic Violence
Program Director at Family Support
Center has this to say about the new
group: “We recognize that trauma lives
in our bodies. While crisis intervention
and advocacy-based counseling are
incredibly important parts of processing
trauma, mindfulness and meditation can
be positive tools in that journey.” For
this group, Advocates will not be talking in-depth about domestic violence,
sexual assault or interpersonal violence.
Instead, we will acknowledge that we
have experienced trauma, but will focus
on practical applications of these coping skills.
Mindfulness & Trauma will meet
Tuesdays October 22-November 19
from 4:00-5:00 pm at Family Support
Center. No registration is required.
Wear comfortable clothing!

Family Support Center
P.O. Box 143
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
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The Family Support Center’s programs are funded in part by United W ay
of the Greater Chippewa Valley.

Did you know...twice every year we host a Survivor
Advisory Board Meeting? Every meeting is designed to get
input and feedback from those who are most important to
us: our clients! Board members include both current and
former clients who meet with Advocates from our agency
to talk about how we can be more inclusive, welcoming,
safe, and accessible. Topics range from building/room
layouts, outreach efforts, laws that could affect survivors of
violence, and beyond! All ideas are taken into consideration and valued. If you are a current or former client and
would like to participate in these meetings, talk to an
Advocate to be added to the list.

We are in need of the following items for client use.
Please drop off items at Family Support Center.

With a little help you, too, can make a difference!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Money for hotel
vouchers
Grocery gift cards
Gas gift cards
Goodwill gift cards
Can openers
Coffee
Non-perishable microwave meals

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Body wash, deodorant,
lotion (full size)
Children’s soap/shampoo
Paper products (paper
towels, toilet paper, etc.)
Paper plates & paper
napkins
Fidget toys
Markers& Colored pencils
Glue sticks

Hotels Needed
Family Support Center is looking for additional
hotels in Chippewa Falls to partner with to provide temporary shelter for families who are fleeing domestic violence and sexual assault.
If you know of a hotel that would be willing to
explore this opportunity, please contact Jeni at
715-723-1138 or dadirector@fsccf.org.

Upcoming events:
September: Your Journey Together parenting
class: Wednesdays, September 11-October
30, 5:30-7:30 pm
Ladies Evening Extravaganza: Thursday,
September 26
FSC booth at Movie Night at the Chippewa
Riverfront/CF Back to School Bash
September 27, 6:30-9:30
October: Domestic Violence Awareness
Month
Mindfulness & Trauma group: Tuesdays,
October 22-November 19, 4:00-5:00 pm
Parent Café: October 10, November 14,
December 12

