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 O ctober is Domestic Violence Aware-

ness Month (DVAM). At Family Support 

Center our goal is to bring awareness and 

create visible support for survivors of 

violence during this time. In previous 

years, we have co-hosted the Walk A 

Mile – Chippewa Valley event held in 

Eau Claire. This year, however, our agen-

cy has shifted focus to Chippewa County 

and the communities that we primarily 

serve for domestic violence specific ser-

vices. We are doing a lot this October to 

make the issues surrounding domestic 

violence more visible in our community, 

as statistics show us that 1 in 3 women 

and 1 in 16 men experience domestic  

violence. To do this and to create solidari-

ty throughout our community, we created 

purple ribbon posters for businesses,         

organizations, and supporting members to 

hang in their windows or visible areas. 

These creative posters will send a power-

ful message to those who have experi-

enced violence in our community: that 

“We Stand With Survivors” and we    

believe them.  

   In congruence with previous years, 

Family Support Center is also displaying 

 

Mattie, our Youth Domestic Violence        

Advocate, created this beautiful  awareness 

ribbon (above) for Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month.  

Look for this ribbon in the windows 

of businesses in downtown                   

Chippewa Falls this October!                                                                 
If your business would like to participate in 

having an awareness ribbon in your          

window, please call our office at 

715.723.1138. 

10+ educational displays around the 

community. These displays are an oppor-

tunity for community members to learn 

about different aspects of domestic vio-

lence and what services Family Support 

Center offers. Look for these as you visit 

locations such as CVTC, Chippewa Falls 

Library, the Salvation Army, Marshfield 

Clinic, and more! 

   We are excited to be reaching out to 

our neighbors this DVAM and creating 

new collaborations to help benefit survi-

vors. For our loved ones, neighbors, co-

workers, and all others to be free from 

violence, it is not possible without com-

munity support, and it takes the entire 

community working together to accom-

plish this important goal. By joining us in 

October, you can help accomplish this. If 

you are a person or business who would 

like to have an awareness poster, please 

contact the Family Support Center to 

receive one. To remain updated on other 

awareness opportunities during the 

month of October, follow our Facebook 

page or give us a call!  

 ~Mattie, & Erica                     

 Domestic Violence Advocates 

Family Support Center will be collaborating with                             

Shades of You Hair Salon in downtown Chippewa Falls                  

by having temporary purple extensions available for                  

purchase. It’s a fun way to show support during                               

Domestic Violence Awareness Month!                                                                       

Proceeds raised will be donated to Family Support Center.                                                                                          

Shades of You will also be collecting hygiene products            

during the month of October, which will be donated to          

clients of Family Support Center. 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

O c t o b e r  i s  

There are still a few            

tables left for                           

Ladies Evening                   

Extravaganza                       

on September 20th! 



The Staff… 
Executive Director 
Geri   
 

Assistant Administrator 
Sue  
 

Receptionist, Administrative Assistant 
Glori 
 

Resource Development  
Coordinator 
Lori 
 

Domestic Violence Program Director 
Jeni 
 

Domestic Violence Advocates 
Cara 
Erica 
 

Domestic Violence Youth Advocate  
Mattie 
 

Sexual Assault Victim Services  
Coordinators 
Blythe 
Amanda S. 
 

Prevention Project Coordinator 
Grace 
 

Prevention Educator 
Kathryn 
 

Parent Services Program Director 
Becce  
 

River Source Parent Services Provider 
Amanda L. 
 

Parent Educator 
Yolanda 
 

Family Support & Resource Coordinator 
Shannon 
 

Family Crisis Support Specialist 
Kristin 
 

ATODA Prevention  
Coordinators 
Deb 
Nancy 
 

UWEC Center for Awareness of Sexual 
Assault (CASA)  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Amanda M. 
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Contact us… 
(715) 723-1138  
or 1-800-400-7020 
Fax: (715) 723-8460 
www.familysupportcentercf.com 

2018 FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER-

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
Pastor Terri Koca, 

Vice President 
Joe Nelson, 
Treasurer               

Mary Rose Willi,  
Secretary 

Terri Hernandez,  
 

Theresa O’Neel  

Sherrie Dachel 
Jeanne Fox 
Stella Clark 

Dena Manier 
David Schaller 

Teresa Germain 
Sheridan Welch 
Kristin Karnes-
Frederickson 

 

O n Tuesday, August 21st, over 130 

area professionals, parents, and interest-

ed community members gathered in 

Chippewa Falls for one collective pur-

pose: education and learning on how best 

to support the needs of youth in our com-

munities. The Youth Mental Health 

Summit was a free event held at CVTC 

in Chippewa Falls and organized by the 

Chippewa Falls Area Unified School 

District and HSS St. Joseph’s Hospital.   

Among the selection of youth-centered 

mental health workshops offered that day 

was one facilitated by Grace, our Pre-

vention Project Coordinator, titled 

“Talk About It: What’s My Role in 

Healthy Teen Relationships?”. In this 

full-to-capacity session, participants ex-

plored the issue of teen dating violence, 

the connection to mental health, root 

causes, risk and protective factors, and 

take-aways to begin implementing im-

mediately in whatever roll participants 

play with youth. “It was great to have a 

large group of people who already care 

about youth come together to look at 

primary prevention in our communi-

ties. We can’t do that without a taking 

a deep look at our society and what 

normalizes, glamorizes or sanitizes 

violence.”.   

   However, Grace also noted that an 

hour workshop is just not long enough 

for participants to become experts in 

prevention. “This was a great oppor-

tunity to get a group of influencers 

talking and thinking about the issues. 

The goal is to saturate the community 

with good, comprehensive, information 

and to inspire daily action,” Grace said, 

“I hope to hear from those in attend-

ance to set up further training in their 

organizations or groups to dig even 

deeper.”.  

   For more information on primary 

prevention efforts, trainings, and future 

opportunities to collaborate, email 

Grace at prevention@fsccf.org or call 

715-863-7820. 

**You can find Talk About It on                 

Facebook and Instagram, too!** 

Prevention Project Coordinator Presents at  

Youth Mental Health Summit 

I t’s back to school time for many of 

us, including Advocates from Family 

Support Center! Mattie, Blythe, & Erica 

continue their work teaching healthy 

relationships to groups and individuals 

in many Chippewa County schools. 

Kathryn is back teaching Protective 

Behaviors, acting as a guest speaker in 

classrooms all around Chippewa Coun-

ty; including Chippewa Falls Unified 

School District, Cadott Elementary, 

Stanley-Boyd Elementary, Bloomer 

Elementary and Middle School, and 

New Auburn Elementary. Protective 

Behaviors education helps the children 

in our communities understand sexual 

abuse, child abuse, teen dating violence, 

and domestic violence. Shannon, our 

Family Support and Resource Coordina-

tor, primarily works in three of the         

elementary schools at the Chippewa 

Falls Area Unified School District. 

Shannon has scheduled time at 

Parkview, Halmstad and Southview 

Elementary, but takes referrals from all 

of the schools within the school district. 

The position is designed to help stu-

dents reach their academic, social and 

emotional potential by providing sup-

port services to parents, children and 

school staff. Shannon serves as a liaison 

between school, home and community 

agencies. Deb and Nancy are our 

ATODA Prevention Coordinators. 

They provide safety and alcohol, tobac-

co and other drug abuse prevention 

education for elementary school age 

children  in the Chippewa Falls Area 

Unified School District.  Education is 

provided to approximately 2100 stu-

dents each year utilizing Protecting 

You/ Protecting Me and B-Free Tobac-

co Puppetry curriculum and activities. 

Kristin, our Family Crisis Support         

Specialist, supports the success of              

families and students in crisis in which 

the student is displaying behavior 

symptoms. 

Our Advocates Are Ready for           

Another Busy Year of                                      

Violence Prevention Education 

mailto:prevention@fsccf.org


For more information on River Source Family Center programs or to donate,  

Call 715.720.1841 or go to www.RiverSourceFamilyCenter.com 
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Our rural              

playgroups would 

not be possible with-

out partnerships with 

local businesses. 

Thank you to D.R. Moon Memorial 

Library in Stanley 

First Presbyterian Church in Cornell 

and GE Bleskacek Family Memorial 

Public Library in Bloomer                                   

for being our partners and host sites for 

our 2018-2019 rural playgroups. 

Also, thanks to Bloomer Area Aquatic 

& Recreation Center for donating 

space for our Bloomer Playgroup for 

the past 2 years. 
 
 

Thank you,  

Ojibwa 

Golf & Bowl                                
for your fun                                  

Couples Night Golf outing!                                             

This event is not only a great time, 

but is also a fundraiser for                                         

River Source Family Center!  

A Busy Summer Means Lots of Thank You’s!  
Traveling 

Tuesdays  
 

Thank you to our Traveling Tuesday 

field trip sites:  
 

 Beaver Creek Nature Reserve 

 Blaeser Farms 

 Chippewa Falls Fire Station 

 Klinger’s Farm Market 

 Chippewa Falls Library 
 

Many families enjoyed visiting all of 

these wonderful sites! 
 

Once Upon a Book 

Drive 
Thank you to all individuals and              

families who donated to the                         

Once Upon a Book Drive.                           

We collected over 400 books to 

give out to families in                  

Chippewa County! 

Thank you,                                     
Ann Marie Foundation                                      

for funding the cost of                                    

93 sleep sack swaddlers                               
for our First Connections families! 

 

 

 
 

Thank you, Cornell Fire, EMT               

and Police Departments for making 

our Cornell Family Café such a               

huge success!                                                      

Thank you to Bloomer Fire, EMT, 

and Police Departments for making 

our Bloomer Family Café so interac-

tive and educational for families! 
 

Bloomer and Cornell communities                                             

have such wonderful families,                        

volunteers, and community services. 

Your Journey Together parenting class 

begins on Wednesday, September 12th. 

This much-anticipated 12-week class 

will guide parents through the sometimes 

tricky waters of parenting. The fall series 

filled up quickly, but a spring series will 

begin in February. If you would like 

more information please call Family 

Support Center . 
 

Our fall Parent Café series 

kicks off on Thursday,              

September 13th. The first 

topic in the series is, “Leaves and Pine-

cones and Dirt-Oh My!” Learn ways to 

explore a natural learning environment 

from your own backyard. Join our Parent 

Educators for a tasty dinner and engag-

ing discussion at this free  family event. 

Childcare is provided. 

Space is limited, registration is                    

required! 

F amily Support Center had another 

successful weekend at Eaux Claires IV! 

Once again, we partnered with Embrace 

Shelter from Ladysmith to provide our 

outreach effort, Neaux Violence. We   

engaged with hundreds of people,                

providing information about domestic 

violence and sexual assault with practical 

“how-to” tips for supporting victims and 

preventing gender based violence. We are  

very fortunate to be part of this beautiful 

and unique festival and Bon-Iver’s 2-A                  

  

Your Journey Together                         
begins  in  September  

Billion Gender Equity  

Campaign. Since the 

inception of Eaux 

Claires, Bon Iver has 

worked with Neaux 

Violence and the local 

chapter of the U.S. National Kubb 

Championship to raise awareness of 

gender inequality, domestic violence, and 

sexual assault, and bring about a change 

in a community-driven atmosphere.  
 

Many thanks to all who were involved! 
 

Eaux Claires attendees show 
support for 2-A Billion Neaux Violence booth 

Event attendees at the 
Neaux Violence booth. 
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T he  Fam i l y S uppo r t  Cen te r  i s  an  equa l  oppo r t un i t y ag enc y .   T he  Fam i l y S uppo r t  Cen te r  ce l eb ra tes  
t he  d i ve rs i t y o f  a l l  peop le  and  does  no t  d i sc r im ina te  i n  any m anner  on  t he  b as i s  o f  race ,  co l o r ,  
na t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  sex ,  re l i g i on ,  age ,  ab i l i t y ,  gende r  i de n t i t y  o r  exp ress i on ,  o r  se xua l  o r i en ta t i on .    

T he  Fam i l y S uppo r t  Cen te r ’ s  p rog ram s  a re  f unded  i n  pa r t  b y  Un i t ed  W ay  
o f  t he  Grea te r  Ch ippe wa  V a l l e y .  

Family Support Center 

P.O. Box 143 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020 

We are in need of the following items for client use. 

Please drop off items at Family Support Center.   

With a little help you, too, can make a difference! 

• Money for hotel            
vouchers 

• Goodwill gift cards 

• Gas gift cards 

• Grocery gift cards 

• Deodorant 

• Adult Socks (new) 

• T-Shirts (new, all sizes) 

• Sweat pants (new, all sizes) 

• Young Girls & Boys               

underwear (new) 

• Women’s Underwear (new) 

• 33 gal. garbage bags 

• Paper products (paper    

towels, toilet paper, etc.) 

• Dish soap 

• Dishwasher detergent 

• Body wash & lotion 

• Large latex-free plastic 

gloves 

• Paper plates/Dixie cups 

• Healthy snacks (cheese 

sticks, fresh fruit, Nutella, 
peanut butter, raisins,           
craisins ) 

• Play-doh & Play-doh toys  

Volunteer Needs at                               
Family Support Center 

On-Call Advocates 
• Volunteers provide evening, weekend, and 

holiday coverage for our 24-hour hotline 

• On-Call Advocates operate out of their own 

homes, using their personal phones 

Office/Program Support 
• Volunteers assist with office projects, mailings, 

computer tasks 

• Prepare and maintain play area 

Special Events 
• Ladies Evening Extravaganza-September 20th 

• kNOw MORE-April, 2019 

Child Care 
Volunteers provide child care during parent           

education workshops or special events 

Interested?  
Please call Lori at 715.723.1138                                            

or e-mail resourcedev@fsccf.org 

First Presbyterian Church (CF) congregation-monetary donation 

Unity Christ Center (EC)-monetary donation 

WI Masonic Foundation (CF)-monetary donation 

Lacey’s Lingerie-fundraiser for FSC 

Holcombe United Methodist Women-monetary donation 

UWEC Wrestling Team-proceeds from Eau Claire Marathon 

Thank you to the following businesses and                           
organizations for your donations of money and items                    

for clients of Family Support Center this quarter. 
If you would like to sponsor a family this 

holiday season, please contact Family 
Support Center by December 1st! 


