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ctober is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. It is a month to mourn those
whose lives have been taken, to celebrate
the bravery of survivors, and to connect
as a community in order to resist violence
and support survivors.
Violence is often comprised of a pattern
of power and control tactics, meant to
instill fear and powerlessness. Power and
control is an incredibly prevalent dynamic in interpersonal relationships, and society as a whole. Estimates show that 1 out
of 3 women and 1 out of 15 men experience domestic violence in their lifetime.
It affects individuals emotionally, physically, and sexually.
Sadly, as a society, we often do not address these concerns, and even go so far
as to glamorize certain aspects of violence (i.e. extreme jealousy must mean he
really loves me; her comment that she
can not and will not live without me
means she truly cares). One of the most
important things we can do to support
survivors of violence is to raise our voices as a community and make it clear that
we believe them, and will support them
through the complicated and difficult
choices to ultimately break the cycle of
violence.
One way to do this is to participate in the
third-annual Walk A Mile-Chippewa
Valley event. Walk A Mile In Her Shoes
is an international men’s march to stop
rape, sexual assault, and gender violence.
Walk A Mile-Chippewa Valley is expanding this mission by encouraging people of all genders, ages, and walks of life
to participate in a one-mile walk to raise
awareness and show support for survivors
of domestic and sexual violence.
This event is being held in conjunction
with Family Support Center, Bridge to
Hope, Bolton Refuge House, and the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Women’s and LGBTQ Resource Center.
Together, these agencies served over
2,500 survivors of violence in 2015. All
proceeds from the event will benefit these
local anti-violence programs that support
survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault.
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y name is Kathryn Hagen. I
have worked with the Family Support
Center since September of 2014, beginning as a UW-Eau Claire Social
Work Intern, and growing into this
role since March of 2015. I am a Certified Social Worker with a second
Bachelor’s degree in Sociology with
an Emphasis in Child and Youth Care
from UW- La Crosse. My educational experiences have prepared me to
educate our future generations about
topics that are difficult but necessary.
I act as a guest speaker in classrooms
all around Chippewa County, including Chippewa Falls Unified School
District, Cadott Elementary, StanleyBoyd Elementary, Bloomer Elementary and Middle School, and New
Auburn Elementary. Protective Behaviors education helps children in
our communities understand Sexual
Abuse, Child Abuse, Teen Dating
Violence, and Domestic Violence. I
walk into each classroom anticipating
that these lessons may help one or
more students figure out what to do
and find help if they have been hurt.
This program collaborates with the
school districts, guidance counselors,
teachers, other school staff, and the
Family Support Center to ensure that
the students learn and gain this important information. As a team, we
provide children with a safe environment to learn that any abuse is not
okay, not normal, and not something
they should keep a secret. Working
with K-10th grade students is one of
the many things I enjoy about this
position. Every grade, every day, and
every school is different and yet still

learning the same impactful lessons.
Even though these subjects may be
difficult to talk about as parents,
loved ones, or teachers, this program
helps students learn in a way that is
at their level and sensitive to parent
desires and school needs. We equip
children and teenagers to get help if
they are or a friend is experiencing
any type of abuse or violence. Helping children in Chippewa County
understand that they can stand up for
themselves when they have an “uhoh” feeling or inner alarm is immensely rewarding and worthwhile.
Without your support, this program
would not reach as many children
and teens. Thank you for helping the
children get help!
-Kathryn Hagen
Protective Behaviors Educator
We are in need of the following
items for client use.
With a little help you, too, can make
a difference.
Please drop off items at
Family Support Center.















Gas gift cards
Grocery gift
cards
School
supplies
Facial tissue
Stickers
Diapers-size 4
&5
Wipes
Toilet paper
Fabric sheets
Paper towels
33 gallon
garbage bags
Dish soap
Hand wipes
Large latexfree plastic
gloves












Cleaning disinfecting wipes
Young Girls
Underwear
(new)
Sweat Pants
Feminine hygiene products
(especially
tampons)
Paper, 3
ounce drinking
cups
New coloring
books
Juice
Snacks
High heeled
shoes for
WAM (size
10+)

Family Support Center
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What is
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lder abuse is a topic that, like domestic violence, is not talked about
enough. Each year, millions of older
adults are victimized, yet it stays silent
and survivors of elder abuse often do
not know who to talk to. The Family
Support Center serves anyone who has
experienced or witnessed violence,
regardless of their age, but outreach to
the community is an essential part of
our jobs so that the community knows
this. In regards to elder abuse, doing
outreach including discussing with
community providers what our services are, what elder abuse looks like,
and how they can help a survivor are
ways that we help break the silence
and spread awareness.
As part of this outreach, we have been
connecting with agencies that work
directly with elderly populations. If
you or your agency would like to have
a discussion regarding elder abuse,
please call Cara, one of our Domestic
Violence Advocates, to schedule.

and possible collaboration, and this
partnership has led to an upcoming
event, an open community discussion
about financial control entitled, “Who
Controls Your Finances?” At this
event, community members can learn
more about their legal rights, how to
be more in control of their finances,
and how to protect those finances.
This special event will be held October 5th, 2016 from 4-5 p.m. at the
Senior Center located at 1000 E
Grand Avenue in Chippewa Falls.
Special guest speakers include Cara
from Family Support Center and Tim
Anderson from DVA, an attorney
whose work focuses on elder law.
Having these conversations, while
difficult for many, is the first step toward gaining a better understanding
of elder abuse. It is important for the
community to recognize abuse, because putting an end to the silence and
ending abuse once and for all is something we can all work towards.
-Cara
Domestic Violence Advocate

One agency that we are working with
is the Senior Center in Chippewa Falls.
We initially met to discuss services

The 9th annual Ladies Evening Extravaganza was held on Thursday, September 8th, at Heyde Center for the Arts.
Once again, Judy Clark was wonderful
as the evening’s emcee. The delicious
dinner and appetizers were provided by
Franzwa’s Custom Catering. Local
businesses filled an entire room with
amazing prizes. Gorgeous floral centerpieces on the tables were created by
Eevy Ivy Over.
This year, there were a couple of new
items: a cider/sparkling water tasting,
sponsored by Lee Beverage; and a fashion show featuring beautiful clothing by
Mainstream Boutique.. How fun was
that fashion show? Teri Ouimette

emceed the fashion show with a combination of eloquence and humor. The
fashion show featured models who are
long-time supporters of Family Support
Center: Sherry Jasper, Karen Grothe,
Marisa Tainter, Stella Clark, Jeanne
Fox, Sheila Hurt, Betty White, Pastor
Terri Koca, Peg Leinenkugel and Joan
Coffman. Thank you, ladies, for being
a part of the fashion show, and for all of
the support you have given-and continue to give-Family Support Center.
Ladies Evening Extravaganza was a
huge success, raising over $20,000 to
help pay for the services we offer. We
hope you all had a wonderful time, and
that you’ll come back next year!
Next year marks the 10th anniversary
of this annual fundraiser, and we want
to plan something special. Would you
like to help?

Elder Abuse?

Elder abuse is any form of mistreatment that results in harm or loss to an
older person, used to exercise power
and control. It is generally divided
into the following categories:
Physical abuse is physical force that
results in bodily injury, pain, or
impairment. It includes assault,
battery, and inappropriate restraint.
Sexual abuse is non-consensual sexual contact of any kind with an older
person.
Psychological abuse is the willful
infliction of mental or emotional anguish by threat, humiliation, or other
verbal or nonverbal conduct.
Financial abuse is the illegal or improper use of an older person's funds,
property, or resources.
Neglect is the failure of a caregiver to
fulfill his or her caregiving responsibilities, typically basic needs. Selfneglect is failure to provide for one's
own essential needs.

Holly, one of the evening’s big prize
winners, showing off her “bling!”

If you would like to be a part of the
Ladies Evening Extravaganza
planning committee, please contact
Lori at 715-723-1138 or
resourcedev@fsccf.org.
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Family Support Center
P.O. Box 143
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020

The Family Support Center is an equal opportunity agency. The Family Support Center cel ebrates
the diversity of all people and does not discriminate in any manner on the basis of race, color,
n a t i o n a l o ri g i n , s e x, re l i g i o n , a g e , d i s a b i l i t y, o r s e x u a l o ri e n t a t i o n .
The Family Support Center’s programs are funded in part by United W ay
of the Greater Chippewa Valley.

What’s new at River Source Family Center?
According to Dianna Graveman, writing in
March of 2012 for the on-line parenting
site, Baby Corner, joining a playgroup offers plenty of benefits for both the children
and adults. The social aspects of a playgroup setting can help children become
more independent and confident. Toddlers
will have the opportunity to learn coping
skills for when things don’t go their way.
Even babies begin to interpret social cues
and that gives them a head start as they
enter preschool and kindergarten. For the
adults, joining a playgroup offers the opportunity to build a supportive community
that can become the perfect setting to exchange parenting ideas, seek (and give!)
advice and, most importantly, receive support for the challenging and oh-soimportant job of parenting.
These statements are especially true for
families in rural towns. Many rural community members find that opportunities for
their children are only offered in larger
towns and cities. Participation may be
limited due to transportation issues, financial constraints, and work schedules. Even
weather conditions can be a limitation for a
family with young children.

Through continued funding from United
Way and collaborations with local schools,
libraries and community centers, our Rural
Parent & Child Playgroups offer opportunities for families to build community connections and to access parenting and family
resources-right in their own back yard. Our
Playgroups offer interactive playtime, stories, music and a healthy snack in welcoming, fun and playful settings. In addition to
the social-emotional developmental benefits, our Rural Parent & Child Playgroups
build early literacy skills one book at a
time; we gift each of our families one new,
free book each month!
Of course, River Source Family Center
continues to offer Movin’ and Groovin’ and
Play & Learn Playgroups weekly at our
Chippewa Falls location. All of River
Source Family Center programs help families learn what to expect as children grow,
increase confidence in parenting skills, enhance positive family interactions and encourage the best possible start for children
in our community.
-Amanda L.
River Source Parent Services Provider

Rural Playgroups!
Meet Amanda, the new
Parent Services Provider at
River Source Family Center!
Amanda joined River Source Family Center in August, and it’s been a busy first
couple of months! Amanda’s been busy
coordinating our new rural playgroups in
Bloomer, Cornell and Stanley. Each of the
rural playgroups meet twice per month, so
Amanda packs up toys, games & snacks
and takes Play & Learn on the road.
Amanda says the best part of her job is
seeing the many different ways families
show their love and support for each other;
thrive & grow together. Amanda just completed her BA in Adolescent Life Skills
Advocacy as a non-traditional student at
UWEC. Amanda is a certified Montessori
Children’s House Guide & a DPI certified
Special Education Assistant. Amanda has
worked with children & young adults of all
ages and developmental levels in a myriad
of settings, from classrooms to school buses. Amanda has this to say about her new
position: “I am so excited to strengthen
and support the families of Chippewa
County as they help their children to
thrive!”
Welcome, Amanda!

